
3DLQ�� ,� IHHO� LW� DQG�P\�ZKROH� ERG\� LV� FRYHUHG� LQ
FROG� VZHDW� RI� SDLQ�� 3DLQ� FRPHV� IURP�SDVW�� UXOHV
\RXU� SUHVHQW� DQG� GHWHUPLQHV� \RXU� IXWXUH�� $QG
ZKDWţV�ťIXQQ\"Ŧ�<RX�FDQţW�JHW�ULG�RI�LW��,WţV�OLNH�D
KD]\�URRP�ZLWK�IRXU�ZDOOV�IURP�ZKLFK�WKHUH�LV�QR
ZD\�RXW��$QG�\RX�DVN�\RXUVHOI�ť+RZ�WR�JHW�RXW
RI� WKLV� URRP"Ŧ� $QG� JHW� WKH� DQVZHU� ť1R� ZD\Ŧ�
<RX�ZDON�LQ�WKDW�URRP�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�WKH�HQG��WR
JHW�RXW�� WR� VHH� WKH� OLJKW��EXW�KD]H�� WKDW�EHDXWLIXO
KD]H�� WKDW�FKDUPLQJ� ODYHQGHU�KD]H�ZKLFK�EHDXW\
FRYHUV�\RX�DQG�\RX�ZDQQD�VWD\�LQ�WKDW�URRP�EXW
WKHQ� DJDLQ� LW� OHDYHV� \RX�� EHFRPHV� JUD\� DQG
XQFKHHUIXO��GLVWXUEV�\RX�DQG�GRHVQţW�OHW�\RX�ILQG
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�URRP��7KH�VDPH�LV�ZLWK�SDLQ��$QG
LWţV� QRW� LPSRUWDQW� LI� LW� LV� SK\VLFDO� RU� HPRWLRQDO�
LWţV�GHVWUR\LQJ�\RX��$QG�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�,�IHHO�QRZ�
QRZ� DQG� HYHU\GD\�� ,ţP� EUHDNLQJ� GRZQ� GD\� E\
GD\� DQG� ,� MXVW� FDQţW� VWRS� LW�� ,� QHHG� VRPHRQH� WR
WDON�WR��EXW�HYHQ�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�P\�IODW�WXUQHG�WKHLU
IDFHV�RQ�PH��$QG�WKH�RQO\�WKLQJ�WKDW�FRXOG�KHOS
PH�QRZ�DUH�GUXJV��'UXJVŭ�P\�ROG�IULHQG��'UXJV
DUH� ZKDW� ZLOO� KHOS� PH� ULJKW� QRZ�� :LWK� WKHVH
WKRXJKWV�,�VWRRG�XS�DQG�ZHQW�WR�WKH�RWKHU�URRP�
:KHQ� ,� RSHQHG� WKH� GRRU� ,� VDZ�P\� UHIOHFWLRQ� LQ
WKH�QHDUHVW�PLUURU��P\�ERQ\��OHDQ�ERG\��P\�ORQJ�
WKLQ�DUPV�DQG�OHJV��P\�ORQJ��JUHDV\�FXUOV�WKDW�IHOO
RYHU� P\� IRUHKHDG� DQG� UHDFKHG� P\� QRVH�� P\
VPDOO��EURZQ�H\HV��LQ�ZKLFK�WKHLU�IRUPHU�YLYDFLW\
DQG�ILUH�KDG�GLHG�RXW��DQG�WKH�VWUDQJH�H[SUHVVLRQ
HWFKHG�RQ�P\�IDFH��ZKLFK�E\�QR�PHDQV�UHVHPEOHG
D� VPLOH��PRUH�REOLYLRQ� DQG� HPSWLQHVV��2QO\� WKLV
ERG\� UHPLQGV�PH� WKDW� ,� DP�0DPEUH�� ,� VWLOO� GR
H[LVW�� ,� VWLOO� GR� OLYH�� %XW� VRPHWLPHV� HYHQ� WKLV
VLOKRXHWWH�EHFRPHV�GLVJXVWLQJ� IRU�PH�� LW� UHPLQGV
PH�WKDW�,�DP�VWLOO�DOLYH�DQG�LJQRUHG�E\�HYHU\RQH��,
WXUQHG� DZD\�� MXVW� GLGQ
W� ZDQW� WR� VHH� P\� IDFH
DJDLQ�� ,� RSHQHG� WKH� VKHOI� DQG� DJDLQ� VDZ
VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�VWRSSHG�PH�IRU�D�PRPHQW��,W�ZDV
MXVW�D�SKRWR��0\�ROG��GXVW\�DQG�\HOORZHG�SLFWXUH�
RI� WKRVH� EULJKW� GD\V� ZKHQ� ,� ZDV� VWLOO� ��� 7KH
SLFWXUH�ZDV�VLPSOH��EXW�LW�PDGH�PH�WKLQN�

EL]DUUHO\��7KHUH�ZHUHQţW�PDQ\�GHWDLOV��P\�PRP�
P\� GDG� DQG� ,� ZHUH� QHDU� WKH� ELJ� WUHH�� ZKLFK
ORRNHG� OLNH� D� VWULQJ� FRPSDUHG� WR� WRGD\�� ,Q� P\
RSLQLRQ� LW
V� LQWHUHVWLQJ� WR� ZDWFK� KRZ� QDWXUH
FKDQJHV�� EHFDXVH� HYHQ� LWV� GLVDGYDQWDJHV� DUH� DQ
DGYDQWDJH�� ZH� FDQ
W� VD\� WKH� VDPH� DERXW� WKH
SHUVRQ�� ,I� D� SHUVRQ� KDV� IHOW� WKH� SDLQ� RQFH�� LW� LV
LQHYLWDEOH�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG��WKH�WKLUG�WLPH�DQG�VR�RQ
HQGOHVVO\�XQWLO�\RX�HQWHU�WKH�KD]\�URRP�
,�ORRNHG�GHHSHU�LQWR�WKH�SLFWXUH�DQG�UHPHPEHUHG
P\� SDVW�� LW� ZDV� DOO� DERXW� P\� SDUHQWV� DQG
HVSHFLDOO\�P\�PRP�
0\�PRP�ZDV�D�SHDVDQW�JLUO�� ERUQ�DQG� UDLVHG� LQ
WKH� PRXQWDLQV�� +HU� IHDWXUHV� ZHUH� DV� VRIW� DQG
FKDUPLQJ�DV� WKRVH�RI�D�PRXQWDLQ�GHHUţV��KHU� WDOO
DQG� WKLQ� IUDPH� PDUNHG� ZLWK� WKH� EHDXWLIXO� DQG
GHOLFDWH� IROGV� FKDUDFWHULVWLF� RI� IHPDOHV� RI� WKHLU
IDPLO\��KHU�ORQJ�EODFN�EUDLGV�VZD\LQJ�LQ�WKH�ZLQG�
KHU� IUHFNOHG� IDFH� EHDXWLIXO� DQG� VOLJKWO\
VXQEXUQHG��DQG�GHHS��JUHHQ�H\HV�ZLWK�D�ZKROH�ORW
RI� EHDXW\� DQG� FKDUP� LQ� WKHP�� 7KH� PRXQWDLQV
WRRN� WKHLU� WROO� RQ� P\� PRP
V� FKDUDFWHU�� GHVSLWH
KHU� VRIW� DQG� JHQWOH� IHDWXUHV�� VKH� ZDV� EUDYH� DQG
SURXG�� QRWKLQJ� HYHU� EURNH� KHU� UHVLOLHQFH� DQG
VWXEERUQQHVV��EXW�DW� WKH�VDPH�WLPH�VKH�ZDV�YHU\
LQWHOOLJHQW�DQG�FDULQJ��6KH�OLNHG�WR�WDON�D�ORW�DQG
ZDV� QHYHU� GLVFRXUDJHG�� VKH� ZDV� YHU\� OLYHO\��0\
IDWKHU� ZDV� WKH� FRPSOHWH� RSSRVLWH� RI� KHU�� D� ULFK
ER\�ZKR� OLYHG� LQ� WKH� FHQWHU�RI� WKH� FLW\�� OLYHG�KLV
ZKROH� OLIH� LQ� WKH�GXVW�DQG�VPRNH�RI� LW�DQG�QHYHU
VDZ� D� IDFH� RI� IUHVK� DLU�� +H� ZDV� D� WKLQ� DQG� WDOO
PDQ�� KLV� KDLU� ZDV� EODFN�� DOZD\V� ZHOO� JURRPHG�
ZLWK� D� VPDOO� QRVH� DQG� YHU\� VPDOO� EURZQ� H\HV� LQ
ZKLFK�ZDV�D�VLJQ�RI�OLIH��EXW�,�QHYHU�VDZ�KLP�VPLOH
RU�FU\��KH�VHHPHG�WR�KDYH�QR�HPRWLRQV�DW�DOO��+H
ZDV� DOZD\V� VLOHQW� DQG� FDOP�� DQG�ZDV� EURNHQ� E\
HYHU\WKLQJ��DOWKRXJK�KH�GLG�QRW�VKRZ�LW�
$OZD\V� ZRQGHUHG� KRZ� WKHVH� WZR� LQFRPSDWLEOH
VRXOV� FDPH� WRJHWKHU�� EXW� ,� NQRZ� WKDW� ,ţP� WKH
UHVXOW�RI�WKHLU�FRQQHFWLRQ�DQG�WKDW�,�OLYHG�P\�OLIH
V
ILUVW�DQG�EHDXWLIXO���\HDUV�ZLWK�WKHP��
$QG�DJDLQ�SDLQ��1RZ� LWţV�EXUQLQJ�� LWţV�QRW� FROG�
7KH�SLFWXUH�RI�P\�PRP�VWRRG�LQ�IURQW�RI�P\�H\HV�
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DJDLQ� DQG�PDGH�PH� UHPHPEHU� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� ,
SURPLVHG�P\VHOI�QRW�WR��,�UHPHPEHUHG�KRZ�,�JRW
LQ� WKLV� PLVHUDEOH� FRQGLWLRQ�� DQG� ZK\� ,� DP� QRZ
VWDQGLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�VKHOI�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�SKRWR
ZLWKRXW� PRYLQJ�� DOO� LQ� WHDUV�� WU\LQJ� WR� FRPIRUW
P\VHOI�� $OZD\V� WULHG� WR� IRUJHW� WKDW� WHUULEOH� FDVH
EXW� ,� FDQţWŭ� MXVW� FDQţW�� DQG� QRZ� WKLV� SKRWR
VKRRN�P\�PHPRU\��DQG�QRZ�,�FDQţW�PDNH�P\VHOI
IRUJHW�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�PH�LQ�P\���\HDUV��ZKHQ
,�ILUVW�IHOW�SDLQ�
,Q�IDFW��,�ORYHG�P\�SDUHQWV�YHU\�PXFK��HVSHFLDOO\
P\� PRP�� VKH� XVHG� WR� FDOO� PH� �0DPEUH� GHDU�
0DPEUH�VZHHWLH��DQG�,� OLNHG� LW�YHU\�PXFK�EXW� ,
GLGQ
W� XQGHUVWDQG� ZK\� 0DPEUH"� :KDW� LV
0DPEUH"�EXW�,�VWLOO�OLNHG�LW��
%XW� RQH� GD\� HYHU\WKLQJ� FKDQJHG�� ,� ZDV� RQO\� �
ZKHQ� ,�ZRNH�XS� IURP�P\�GDGţV� VFUHDP��6FUHDP
WKDW�FKDQJHG�P\�ZKROH�OLIH��
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